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support of the rebels against the throne, recognition
by Peking of the Southern Republic against virtually
a Japanese protectorate of that Republic and exclusive
railway and mining concessions within its borders. The
rebels absolutely refused Mr. Denison's offer, and sent the
proposed terms to the Russian Minister at Peking, through
whom they eventually saw the light of day. Needless to
say the Japanese authorities strenuously denied their
authenticity.

The negotiations with the Manchus failed because of
British interference. The British Government, so far
from acquiescing in intervention, as had been freely stated
in Japan, sternly set its face against such a course. It
protested at Tokio, first against M. Ijuin's statement to
Yuan-shi-Kai, secondly against the proposed loan to the
Manchus, and thirdly against the proposed use of armed
force. Subsequently it had to further protest against
the Okura mortgage on the Ningpo Railway and against
the negotiations for the acquisition of the "China Mer-
chants'" fleet, over which the Hongkong and Shanghai
Bank had claims. As a result these two loans were annulled
and Japan was forced into the strict and narrow path of
de jure neutrality, and the Elder Statesmen agreed that
Japan would not interfere in the event of China deciding
to eliminate the monarchy.

Admittedly the Japanese Foreign Office is the cleverest
in the world at making the best of a bad job. The Anglo-
Japanese Alliance having been invoked to prevent their
strenuous but futile efforts to bolster up the Manchus,
Viscount Uchida, in glowing terms, held that Alliance up
to the world as the one thing which had saved China from
ill-intentioned nations ! He said :

The beneficial result of the Alliance may also be seen in connection
with the present trouble in China, for the territorial integrity of
which the Alliance has generally been regarded as a guarantee.
When the revolutionary movement broke out in China last autumn,
the Imperial Government, adhering to the spirit of the Alliance,
adopted at once a policy of strict neutrality toward the two com-
bating parties. Whatever may be said about the Council of Powers